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                      BEFORE THE
             ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION

CENTRAL ILLINOIS LIGHT COMPANY 
d/b/a AmerenCILCO
CENTRAL ILLINOIS PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMPANY d/b/a AmerenCIPS and
ILLINOIS POWER COMPANY d/b/a 
AmerenIP

Petition to Engage in Short Term 
Capacity Transactions and Other 
Related Matters.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

DOCKET NO.
 08-0533 

Springfield, Illinois
Wednesday, October 15, 2008

Met, pursuant to notice, at 2:00 p.m.

BEFORE: 

MR. JOHN ALBERS, Administrative Law Judge

APPEARANCES: 

MR. EDWARD FITZHENRY
Corporate Counsel
1901 Chouteau Avenue
P.O. Box 66149, Mail Code 1310
St. Louis, Missouri  63166-6149
  

(Appearing on behalf of 
Petitioners via 
teleconference)

SULLIVAN REPORTING COMPANY, by
Carla J. Boehl, Reporter
Ln. #084-002710
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APPEARANCES: (Continued)

MR. STEPHEN KNEPLER
527 East Capitol Avenue
Springfield, Illinois 62701

(Appearing on behalf of Staff of 
the Illinois Commerce 
Commission)
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                     PROCEEDINGS 

JUDGE ALBERS:  By the authority vested in me by 

the Illinois Commerce Commission, I now call Docket 

Number 05 -- I am sorry, 08-0533.  This docket was 

initiated by Central Illinois Light Company d/b/a 

AmerenCILCO, Central Illinois Public Service Company, 

d/b/a AmerenCIPS and Illinois Power Company d/b/a 

AmerenIP.  The petitioners seek to engage in short 

term capacity transactions, extend supply agreements 

for ancillary services and other related matters.  

May I have the appearances for the 

record, please?  

MR. FITZHENRY:  Yes, on behalf of the 

Petitioners, the Ameren Illinois utilities, my name 

is Edward Fitzhenry.  My address is 1901 Chouteau 

Avenue, Post Office Box 66149, Mail Code 1310, St. 

Louis, Missouri 63166-6149.  My telephone number is 

area code (314) 544-3533.  

MR. KNEPLER:  Stephen R. Knepler appearing on 

behalf of the Illinois Commerce Commission, 527 East 

Capitol Avenue, Springfield, Illinois. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Thank you.  Let the record 
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reflect there are no others wishing to enter an 

appearance.  

I think the only preliminary matters I 

am aware of is the February -- I am sorry, the 

October 10 Motion to Amend Petition and the Request 

for Expedited Ruling in part.  

I guess with regard to just amending 

the petition, is there any objection to that? 

MR. KNEPLER:  None from Staff. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Okay.  Then leave is granted to 

amend the petition.  

With regard to the Request for the 

Expedited Ruling, that just concerns the extension of 

the supply agreements for ancillary services, is that 

correct?  

MR. FITZHENRY:  That is correct. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Before any ruling on that is 

issued, does Staff want to respond to that part?  

MR. KNEPLER:  We would respond to the petition 

in total.  We would propose a filing date of October 

24, 2008, close of business. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Okay.  I apologize, 
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Mr. Fitzhenry, and to you, Mr. Knepler.  I have been 

out this last week and I was preparing for the 

hearing this morning so I wasn't able to study this 

motion in detail.  To the extent that expedited 

ruling is requested, is it such that you believe an 

interim order could be entered extending the 

ancillary services agreement, is that correct?  

MR. FITZHENRY:  Yes. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Okay.  And does Staff have any 

objection then to that component alone, simply the 

extension of the -- 

MR. KNEPLER:  No, Your Honor. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  I think it was to March 31, is 

that correct?  

MR. FITZHENRY:  Yes.  The company's requested 

relief is that due to the MISO's change of its 

opening of the ancillary services market where it was 

once believed that would happen at the end of this 

year, the ancillary services contracts are required 

to expire either upon the opening of the ancillary 

services market or December 31, whichever is earlier 

in time.  
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As the amended petition states, MISO 

has extended the date when it anticipates opening the 

ancillary services market to the early part of 

January.  We are certainly hopeful that MISO is able 

to meet that particular deadline, but as a fallback 

we are asking that the Commission approve the 

ancillary services agreement as it relates to the 

affiliates, Union Electric Company and Ameren Energy 

Marketing Company, to the earlier of the opening of 

the ancillary services market by MISO or the end of 

March 2009. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Okay. 

MR. FITZHENRY:  And I would suggest for the 

benefit of the record and you and the Staff, once we 

are made aware of whether the MISO market is open, we 

will provide you with that information, whenever that 

occurs. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Some type of compliance filing?  

MR. FITZHENRY:  Yes, a report or a letter to 

you, however you desire. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Sure, okay.  Thank you.  And we 

are looking for that interim relief at least no later 
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than November 30?  

MR. FITZHENRY:  That's correct.  We had tried 

to explain in some detail the detrimental 

ramifications if we don't have these agreements in 

place by the end of the year.  And to not know at 

least by November 30 what our situation is, it puts 

us in some, you know, time constraints that we would 

rather avoid. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Okay, understood.  Given that 

Staff is looking to file a response by October 24, is 

it contemplated that this could be entirely -- like 

the entire docket could be wrapped up by the end of 

November?  

MR. KNEPLER:  It is possible. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  I guess I am wondering, would it 

be of any benefit to give Staff some time, 

Mr. Knepler, to review this and then if it does not 

appear to be contested, we can just do this all in 

one order?  

MR. KNEPLER:  That would be acceptable to 

Staff. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Okay.  And if you do believe 
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there is going to be a reason to extend this beyond 

November 30, I could go ahead and prepare an interim 

order, and then we could take care of the other 

issues as they arise?

MR. KNEPLER:  Certainly. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  How much time do you think you 

would like to contemplate that?  If you want to go 

off the record to talk to Mr. Fitzhenry for a minute, 

I can leave the room, if it is going to be of any 

use. 

MR. KNEPLER:  I think possibly we could wrap 

things up by November 15, have a decision for you as 

far as if there is any controversy. 

MR. FITZHENRY:  If I heard that correctly, 

Mr. Knepler, is Staff intending to file an answer to 

their responsive pleading by October 24?  

MR. KNEPLER:  Right. 

MR. FITZHENRY:  And then Staff believes, based 

on what you know today, that the docket could be 

resolved in its entirety, again based on what you 

know today, by November 15?  

MR. KNEPLER:  That's correct. 
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JUDGE ALBERS:  I think the last scheduled 

Commission meeting, though, is November 13. 

MR. KNEPLER:  Okay, we could -- 

MR. FITZHENRY:  Is that for the year, Judge?  

JUDGE ALBERS:  Well, for November. 

MR. KNEPLER:  So are you suggesting that we 

move our November 15 date up?  

JUDGE ALBERS:  I guess what I am thinking is if 

you file something on November -- I am sorry, if you 

file a response on October 24, I assume that we would 

know at that time if there are any objections to 

anything in the petition?  

MR. KNEPLER:  Correct. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  If that's the case, then perhaps 

we could convene again the following week and put 

anything in the record we need to. 

MR. KNEPLER:  That might be the better course 

of action. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  And that way I can go ahead and 

-- were you contemplating a draft order, 

Mr. Fitzhenry?  

MR. FITZHENRY:  Yes.  And as is typical in the 
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case, we work with the staff and would share the 

draft with him prior to submitting it to you. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Okay. 

MR. FITZHENRY:  But I think your idea about a 

status hearing, if I heard you correctly, makes good 

sense.  If we could do something perhaps on November 

4?  

MR. KNEPLER:  No. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Even sooner than that.  Besides, 

we have a holiday November 4.  

MR. FITZHENRY:  Oh, okay. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  I would as soon have it that 

week of October 27, just to make sure I have got 

enough time to get it on the agenda for the 13th. 

MR. FITZHENRY:  How about October 28?  

MR. KNEPLER:  Sounds good. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  And, Mr. Knepler, believe me I 

am totally neutral on this, if there is some reason 

that we need to push it off past -- if there is some 

issue that needs to be addressed, just let me know 

and I will -- 

MR. KNEPLER:  Then Staff would notify you and 
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request additional time or make some other 

arrangements. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Just so I know, Staff doesn't 

have any objection to the interim relief, the 

extension of the ancillary services agreement?  

MR. KNEPLER:  That's correct. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Just so I can make sure that 

get's addressed by November 30, just let me know, so 

I can put something on the November 13 bench session, 

so that can be addressed the end of the month.  

Otherwise, we will just go ahead and wrap it up that 

last week in October and get something on the agenda 

and get the entire docket concluded on the 13th of 

November.  

I feel like I am kind of thinking out 

loud here.  Is there any confusion in anyone's mind 

before we -- 

MR. FITZHENRY:  No, I think this makes sense.  

Perhaps October 28 at 1:00 p.m. could be held for the 

status?  

JUDGE ALBERS:  Fine with me.  Is that okay with 

Staff?  
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MR. KNEPLER:  Uh-huh. 

MR. FITZHENRY:  And I would commit -- I am 

going to be optimistic for a change and assume that 

we are going to be able to move this along as a final 

order.  I will commit to having a draft order to the 

Staff by the end of that week, and then Staff will 

have time to review it, and then we can get it to you 

the following week, let's say, November 7, a Friday.  

Would that give you enough time for 

the Commission bench session on the 13th?  

JUDGE ALBERS:  I believe that would probably be 

pushing up against the agenda lockdown date, if you 

will.  So off the top of my head I can't recall the 

turn-in deadline for that bench session.  I can send 

that to you.  It is not a secret, by any means, but I 

just can't recall what it is. 

MR. FITZHENRY:  Okay.  I can even endeavor to 

get the draft proposed order to Staff earlier than 

the end of the week.  If you would let us know when 

you have to have it, then I will do what we need to 

do to give Staff ample time to review the order. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Sure.  Then again, if there is 
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anything that Staff has a concern about something and 

wants more time, I am not trying to lock anyone into 

anything here.  I am just thinking that if there 

isn't any reason, if there is nothing to contest, 

then maybe we can wrap it up on the 13th, have an 

order for the Commission on the 13th.  Am I 

forgetting anything else, anything for today?  

MR. FITZHENRY:  I would like a copy of the 

transcript.  And if permissible I would like to be 

able to circulate a call-in number for the October 

28, 1:00 p.m. status hearing. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Sure. 

MR. FITZHENRY:  Thank you. 

JUDGE ALBERS:  Okay.  Well, if there is nothing 

else for today then, thank you for muddling through 

this with me, and we will consider this til October 

28 at 1:00 p.m. 

(Whereupon the hearing in this 

matter was continued until 

October 28, 2008, at 1:00 p.m. 

in Springfield, Illinois.) 


